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Art Unit: 2875 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 9-10, 12-13, and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lyons (US Patent 5,660,457). 

With respect to claim 1, Lyons teaches a door mirror equipped with a lamp body 14, 
comprising a mirror portion 27 and the lamp body provided in a housing 10, wherein the lamp 
body is incorporated into the housing in a direction opposite to the mirror portion (Figure 3), and 
a fixing portion (22, 23) for fixing the lamp body to the housing is covered with a cover 21 
which is formed separately from the lamp body and covers the housing (Column 3, Lines 29-40). 

With respect to claim 3, Lyons teaches the door mirror equipped with a lamp body 
wherein the lamp body is fixed to the housing via fixing pieces mounted on the base body (22, 
23). 

With respect to claims 4 and 7, Lyons teaches the door mirror equipped with a lamp body 
wherein the cover is provided approximately flush with the lens portion of the lamp body 
(Column 2, Line 67 - Column 3, Line 7). 

With respect to claim 9, Lyons teaches a door mirror for a vehicle, comprising a mirror 
housing 7 having an open side and a swelled opposite side (Figure 3); a positionable mirror 27 
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mounted in the open side; and a light assembly 14 mounted in the swelled opposite side, wherein 
the swelled opposite side has an opening for receiving the light assembly (Figure 3). 

With respect to claims 10 and 13, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the light 
assembly is a sealed assembly comprising an outer base 14; a lens portion 12 sealably mounted 
to the outer base; and an inner base 15 mounted between the outer base and the lens portion. 

With respect to claim 12, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the opening in the 
swelled opposite side is in a lower portion of the mirror housing (Figure 1) and the door mirror 
further comprises a cover 10 removably mounted to an upper portion of the swelled opposite side 
(Column 3, Lines 29-40). 

With respect to claim 1 5, Lyons teaches a door mirror comprising a housing 7; a mirror 
portion 27 provided in the housing; a lamp body 14; and a cover 10 covering the housing in a 
direction opposite to the mirror portion, wherein the mirror portion, lamp body and cover are 
formed separately (Column 2, Line 76 - Column 3, Line 7), the lamp body provided with a 
fixing portion (22, 23) for fixing the lamp body to the housing in the direction opposite to the 
mirror portion. 

With respect to claim 16, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the lamp body 
comprises an outer base 14; an inner base 15; and a lens portion 12, the outer base and lens 
portion sealingly attached to one another with the inner base there between (Figure 3). 

With respect to claim 17, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the inner base mounts at 
least one light emitting element 18. 
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With respect to claim 18, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the housing has an 
opening substantially in an entire lower portion in the direction opposite to the mirror portion 
and the lamp body is mounted therein (Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 19, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the outer base includes 
mounting portions 23 and the lamp body is mounted to the housing by the mounting portions. 

With respect to claim 20, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the cover and the lamp 
body together form a substantially smooth swelling portion in the direction opposite to the mirror 
portion (Column 2, Line 67 - Column 3, Line 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 5-6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lyons in view of Kayama (US Patent 6,250,784). 

With respect to claim 2, Lyons teaches the door mirror equipped with a lamp body 
wherein the lamp body is structured to be a lamp unit by integrating a lens portion 12 covering 
the back face of an inner base 15 into a base body having an inner base exposing a light source 
18 through its back face and an outer base covering the front face of the inner base and 
incorporating a board supplying power to the light source between the outer base and the inner 
base (Figure 3). However, Lyons fails to teach the base body and the lens portion are integrated 
by an injected resin material. Kayama teaches a door mirror 1 equipped with a lamp 2, a base 
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body 1 1 and a lens portion 1 1 that is integrated by an injected resin material (Column 3, Lines 
39-45). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the door mirror of Lyons with the teachings of Kayama because integrating a base 
body and lens portion with a resin material that would reduce manufacturing costs by minimizing 
parts and ensure a watertight seal to prevent damaging the lamp. 

With respect to claim 5, Lyons teaches the door mirror equipped with a lamp body 
wherein the lamp body is fixed to the housing via fixing pieces mounted on the base body (22, 
23). 

With respect to claims 6 and 8, Lyons teaches the door mirror equipped with a lamp body 
wherein the cover is provided approximately flush with the lens portion of the lamp body 
(Column 2, Line 67 - Column 3, Line 7). 

Claims 1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lyons 
in view of Weber et al. (US Patent 6,561,685). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 14, Lyons teaches the door mirror wherein the inner base 
comprises a base plate 15 with a reflective coating; and a light emitting element 18. However, 
Lyons fails to teach the door mirror comprising a plurality of light emitting elements and at least 
one circuit board for controlling the light emitting elements. Weber et al. teaches a door mirror 
1 with a lamp body 3, a plurality of light emitting elements 8 and at least one circuit board (7, 9) 
for controlling the light emitting elements (Column 2, Lines 58-64). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the number of light 
emitting elements of Lyons with the teachings of Weber et al. because using a plurality of light 
emitting diodes on a circuit board will provide a controlled light emission with low thermal 
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degradation and a long service life (Weber et ah: Column 1, Lines 31-50) and increasing the 
number of light sources increases the total amount of illumination creating a brighter light. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Matsumoto et al. (US Patent 6,897,614) teaches a door mirror with light emitting 
diodes and a circuit board. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J. Makiya whose telephone number is (571) 272-2273. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am - 4:00pm (ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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